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CONTEXT

The slow progression of political Galician nationalism in the 19th and early 20th cen-
turies took a decisive leap forward in 1916 with the appearance of the Irmandades da 
Fala (Brotherhood of the Language), which brought together regionalists from a variety 
of backgrounds. The consolidation of the Irmandades, which were explicitly defined as 
nationalist, took place at the 1st Nationalist Assembly of Lugo, which approved the Ma-
nifesto outlining the Galician nationalist movement’s political proposals. This foundatio-
nal Manifesto owes its importance to its serving as the common basis for all nationalist 
programmes until the Second Republic.

ABSTRACT

The Manifesto takes the form of a programmatic political document whose subject is 
the Galician people, addressed to the Head of the Spanish State. The document’s central 
demand is political, economic and financial autonomy for Galicia within the framework 
of a federation of Iberian nations, including Portugal.

The Manifesto is divided into seven sections structuring the political and institutional 
framework of the federal state of Galicia, administrative reform, the powers of the Gali-
cian government, the legal framework, the economy and cultural, artistic and land ma-
nagement matters. The text recognises the legal personality of parishes, which are en-
dowed with a management and government structure; establishes an electoral system 
based on proportional representation; demands co-official status for Galician and Cas-
tilian Spanish; recognises gender equality; dissolves the provincial councils; establishes 
an autonomous tax system; delegates certain powers, such as customs and excise,  to 
the Federal State on the basis of a bilateral agreement; and highlights the need to draft 
a law to harmonise buildings with traditional local styles of construction.

EXCERPTS

“Since Galicia enjoys all the essential features of nationhood, we will henceforth and fo-
rever call ourselves Galician nationalists, given that the term ‘regionalism’ neither covers 
all our aspirations nor includes the full intensity of our problems.”

“The Assembly declares: That if in the elections to the Constituent Assembly of the Spa-
nish Parliament we are not given an exceptional undertaking guaranteeing that the will 
of the people can be expressed in total freedom (this being unachievable with the pre-
sent-day oligarchic organisations) we will appeal to the representatives of the nations of 
Euskadi and Catalonia and, if this does not suffice, to the State most similar to our own, 
asking it to defend our right to civic freedom in the League of Nations.”

“The time has come to raise up the soul and the mind of Galicia, and above all its sove-
reignty, complete and undiminished. This can brook no argument: Galicia has the right, 
the fundamental right, to be the mistress of her own destiny. Of our own free will we 
will enter into love matches with other sovereignties, with which our own sovereignty 
neither enters into conflict nor has any intention of doing so.”

LINKS

Fundación Galiza Sempre: http://www.galizasempre.org
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NATIONALIST ASSEMBLY
OF LUGO MANIFESTO

The relevant public figures of the Irmandades da Fala (Brotherhood of the Language), 
gathered at the great assembly in the City of Lugo on the 17th and 18th of the stated 
month  to ask His Majesty The King’s Government for complete autonomy of the Galician 
Nation and to set up  a specific programme that would deal with the solutions to problems 
that fundamentally affect the national life of Galicia, they approved and upheld, with their 
hearts full of hope and their eyes on the future of mother Earth, the following conclusions, 
which they make public for the Galician people’s meditation and knowledge, in this sol-
emn dawn of nationalities that makes their souls tremble and their status emerge

I PRELIMINARY

As Galicia has all the essential characteristics of nationality, we name ourselves, herei-
nafter, Galician nationalists, as the word regionalism does not gather all the aspirations 
and does not enclose the complete intensity of our problems.

II Constituent problems

1.	 Complete autonomy for Galicia

2.	 Municipal autonomy, differentiating village municipality from that of neighbouring 
municipality, with the village Council establishing itself on the basis of recognising 
the parishes’ legal status, which shall have their own Councils, elected by the heads 
of family (petrucios) men and women, according to their private assets.

	 The president or heads of these Councils shall be the elected from the spokes-
people or councillors of the municipal town council and shall elect amongst them-
selves a Mayor to run the Council.  The parishes, with legal status, shall be able to 
manage and set up insurance and financial institutions for other neighbours and 
manage their common assets, which the Central Government, shall have to reins-
tate, thus having use of them.
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	 Therefore, the Council will have to be more than an administrative organisation, 
but a prolongation or complement of the parishes, like these are of the home, and 
will preside over the economic and social life of these.

3.	 Joint official accreditation of both languages, Galician and Spanish

4.	 Federation of Iberia

5.	 In this federation, equality in relations with Portugal.

6.	 Believing in an accident-rate form of government we would like to make clear that 
we do not back it, but we sympathise of course with anything that supports a clo-
ser federal union with Portugal.

7.	 Entry of Iberian nationalities into the League of Nations.

III. Political problems

1.	 Equal rights for women

2.	 Electoral matter:
	 Elections will have to be the government’s responsibility and must be protected by 

the Government. 
	 There must be proportional representation in the electoral system
	 The elements that do not have a useful function for the group will not be eligible.
	 The Assembly declares: If the Spanish Constitutional Court elections do not give 

us a specific guarantee that the people can vote with total freedom- which due to 
today’s oligarchic organizations  this would not be possible- we shall appeal to the 
representative of the Euskera and Catalan nationalities and if this is of no use, we 
shall appeal to the State further away from ours so that the League of Nations can 
defend our citizen’s rights.

3.	 Completion of the Provincial Councils.

4.	 Creation of an Autonomous Government, represented by a council or Galician Par-
liament, elected by the people, and with all the duties that the Constitution’s re-
form does not keep for Central Government and always at least the following:

IV Galician Government Duties

1.	 Naming of a Governing Council which shall have Executive Control, made up from 
a President, six councillors in charge of Departments of Administration, Law, Educa-
tion, Public Works, Agriculture and Industry and Trade.

2.	 All administrative duties.

3.	 Social legislation, even in those cases where the social problems extend to the di-
fferent nations of Iberia.

4.	 Tax regime, with no intervention from Central Government and to which the contri-
butors will pay the Autonomous government what is established in the economic 
agreements.
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5.	 The control of education by the present Government shall pass completely into 
Galician Control.

6.	 The banking regime which shall be controlled according to the social duty that the 
Bank’s have today. This shall be the same for agricultural Credits.

7.	 Post and Telegrams. Their service is under Central Government; their establishment 
will be under Autonomous Government; the telephone service will be under Ga-
lician control. Censure of these services cannot be carried out by Central Govern-
ment except in the case of war

8.	 Railways: Their nationalisation. Their legislation will be the duty of Central Gover-
nment; their construction and administration will be by the Autonomous Govern-
ment.

9.	 Duty free ports. The legislation and regulation of maritime traffic shall be managed 
by Central Government.

10.	 It is seen that with Peace standing armies will be abolished, and if only police re-
main, these shall also be under Galician Control and the numbers shall be fixed 
according to the level required to maintain internal order in Galicia.

V Legal custody

1.	 Individuality of local Galician rights

2.	 Cancellation of Article V of the Civil Code and reform of the articles that refer to ab-
intestato succession.

3.	 Publication of laws shall be done in the Galician language.

4.	 Equal married women’s rights or at least in the case where the husband has emi-
grated.

5.	 The General Court of Justice shall be the last resort in Galicia and shall always be 
managed by Galician civil servants.

6.	 The working land of small landowners shall be considered a work instrument for 
reasons of embargo.

7.	 The tenant shall have the right to part of the increased value of the tenanted land, 
as long as the increase is due to his work.

VI ECONOMIC PROBLEMS

1.	 Customs problems shall be resolved by agreement with the Central and Autono-
mous Government, except for the free exchange of cereals.

2. 	 Reintegration of private property, such as State forests, towns and private land, in 
the easiest way possible.

3. 	 Forceful forestry re-population. If private owners do not do so, the Galician Go-
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vernment could do so by charging an annual payment on the wealth created, or 
capital invested plus the interest. Reform of this point’s civil legislation.

4. The Assembly declares that the tax problem on Galician land be resolved as quickly 
as possible.

5. Permanent landowner absenteeism shall also be considered a crime against Galicia.l

VII ARTISTIC ASPECTS

1.	 Proclamation of aesthetic sovereignty of the Galician Nation shall be carried out:

	 a.	� On urban and rural constructions, issuing a law that obliges the owners to adapt 
the style of their buildings to the general style of each Galician village.

	 b.	� On the expropriation of motions and landscapes.
	 c.	� On the organisation of artistic education, with the creation of a Galician Music School.

In the city of Lugo on the night of the eighteenth of St Martin’s (September) 1918.

By all the Assembly, represented and supported
The presidential table. Losada Dieguez- Villar Ponte – Peña Novo – Banet Fontenla – 
Quintanilla – Cabanillas – Castelao – Taibo – Lopez Abente – G.Cedrón – Culebras .
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In the published manifest, in page format and directed at the Galician people”, this text 
appeared at the end:

[Come, Galician brothers, to our programme. It isn’t and cannot be our final definitive 
word; but it is, as it goes without saying, a shout of anguish that calls you and is the only 
statement made about our Galician homeland.
The time has come to raise our souls and thoughts to Galicia, and above all to its sove-
reignty, completely and without fuss. In this there is no argument: Galicia has a right, a 
fundamental right, to be the absolute owner of itself. With free will we shall create love 
marriages with other sovereignties, which our sovereignty will not want to agree with.
Think then, about our conclusions, made for all Galicians. But also felt and practised.
Our arms are open for fertile embraces. Together we will improve our great work.
The ideal that enlightens us asks you to feel for Galicia, as if it was the most intense cor-
ner of your souls.
Nobody is useless for this struggle. Our youth has a holy obligation with our homeland, 
and we wait, attracted by the immense fire of our love, so that every honourable Gali-
cian gives us their support for the Holy Cause of  Redemption of the Mother Land.

In the city of Lugo on the night of the eighteenth of  St Martin’s (September) 1918.

By the Assembly:
A. Losada Diéguez; V. Risco; A. Noguerol; X. Quintanilla; M. Banet Fontenla; R. Cabanillas; 
A. R. Castelao; L. López Abente; V. Taibo; V. Parateha; A. Villar Ponte; J. Ferreira; L. Peña 
Novo; L. P. Carballa; X. Culebras; E. Bidegain; F. Vázquez Enríquez; G. Cedrón; F. M. Balboa; 
X. V. Viqueira; R. Blanco Torres; Rodríguez de Vicente; Ivo Fernández; Correa Calderón; R. 
Villar Ponte; L. Ares; A. Ramos; S. Mosteiro; X. Ares; X. Peña; L. Briones; Díaz Varela; P. Peña 
Novo; Sánchez Taíz; X. Faraldo; V. Veiga; C. Monasterio; X. Sarmento; L. de Labra; R. Oxea; 
C. García Colmelo; R. Gutiérrez; X. García Colmelo; F. Abelaira; A. Casal; T. Rodríguez; F. 
Zamora; V. Maceiras; A. Martínez; I. Rodríguez; X. Robles; R. Carballal; R. Areses; E. Char-
lón; M. Sánchez Hermida; T. Amador; M. Vázquez; B. Varela; I. A. Garaloces; X. Basteiro; E. 
Lence Santar, Guitián; V. Casas e X. Monteiro Mejuto.

The Assembly that approved this manifest was attended by people of all Brotherhoods; 
present were 67 agricultural societies, five cultural centres; and five agricultural federa-
tions sent their support, together with eleven councils, as well as 49 associations and 
many important people of Galicia.

(For those that sympathise with this manifesto, we ask them to communicate this as 
quickly as possible, to any Galician Brotherhood, to publicise Galician opinion). 


