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CONTEXT

The European Free Alliance is seeking a democratic social structure, based on the desire 
to develop freely and to build the structures necessary for this purpose.

ABSTRACT

The European Free Alliance is a cooperative association of political parties which, in 
contrast with established traditional patterns of political thought, advocate a form of 
integrated regionalism. This concept is based on meaningful interplay between the in-
dividual and national identity and is given structural form in a harmonious, democratic 
decicion-making process on federal lines whereby decicions are taken at het lowest pos-
sible level and the greatest importance is attached to individuality. Social justice is one 
of its fundamental principles.

LINKS

European Free Alliance: http://www.e-f-a.org
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DECLARATION
OF THE BRUSSELS CONVENTION

THE EUROPEAN FREE ALLIANCE

The European Free Alliance is a cooperative association of political parties which, in 
contrast with established traditional patterns of political thought, advocate a form of 
integrated regionalism. This concept is based on meaningful interplay between the in-
dividual and national identity and is given structural form in a harmonious, democratic 
decicion-making process on federal lines whereby decicions are taken at het lowest pos-
sible level and the greatest importance is attached to individuality. Social justice is one 
of its fundamental principles.

The following text sets out the guiding lines for cooperation between the EFA-partners.

It sets out and defines the common goal of thes parties as the creation of a Europe of the 
peoples while respecting the individuality of each party.

In the text, the concepts of confederalism, regionalism, federalism and autonomy are all em-
braced by the term ‘federalism’. The different parties are free to use these terms as they see it. 
The text constitutes the minimum program approved by the signatory parties. However, this 
does not prevent a party from giving greater emphasis to specific aspects of the program 
when placing it before its own public in its own region.

1. THE EFA AND REGIONALISM

1.1. The European Free Alliance is seeking a democratic social structure, based on the 
desire to develop freely and to build the structures necessary for this purpose.

1.2. In order to put this federalism into practice, both government and public authorities 
must be structured or transformed so as to enable the indiviual to realize to the fullest 
possible extent his own individuality and his place in society.
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This realization of individuality must therefore be rooted in the fundamental recogni-
tion of the equality of all individuals. This implies possitive respect for the individual’s 
conception of life, his religious and philosophical beliefs in an active spirit of tolerance 
and with the guarantee that his personal lifestyle can be followed. Such respect is, mo-
reover, conductive to the best interests of society and the cohesion of all its members.

1.3.	 The natural community in which the individual can fulfill himself is the ethnic com-
munity or, if the size of the ethnic community would put government too far away from 
the individual, the region. In any event this community must be characterized on the 
human level by a homogeneity of history or culture, or geography or economic life, or all 
of them together, which instils the population with a common sence of purpose in their 
search for common objectives and interests.

It is this common sence of purpose based on certain criteria which, though changing, 
are recognized as important by the community itself, that gives the community its iden-
tity, its desire to exist and to be considered as an entity. Under no curcumstances must 
regional divisions be allowed to create barriers within such a community.

1.4. The only way to achieve a European dimension without losing sight of the human 
element is to build on the foundation of ethnic and regional communities. This implies 
that ultimately a two-fold process must take place: on the one hand, the creation of a 
supra-national political authority with its own European policy, and on the other the 
recognition of the autonomy of ethnic and regional communities.

1.5.	 The EFA rejects the Jacobin concept of a centralized and monolithic Europe. Our 
goal is a European fatherland, based on ethnic and regional communities which forma-
lly recognizes the rights of the small minorities that are unable to form federal states.

1.6.	 The building of Europe must therefore lead to the dismantling of existing nation-
states, through a transfer of their powers to ethnic and regional communities on the one 
hand and to the European authority on the other. This shift of power must not be allowed 
to prejudice the social achievements of the least-favoured sectors of the population.

1.7.	 The EFA takes the view that Europe should not be limited to the European Commu-
nity, which is merely the embryo of what Europe will eventually become. Cooperation 
between nations and peoples, governed according to the same democratic principles, 
is a starting point for the future construction of Europe.

1.8.	 European unity signifies a new opportunity and a new role for groupings and mi-
norities which are now divided by national frontiers and are prevented thereby from 
fully realizing their individuality and cultural development.

1.9.	 Isolationism runs counter to our concept of federalism. EFA declares its solidarity 
with all peoples of Europe and the world, in particular those who suffer under foreign 
and dictorial domination and those who are on the road towards full development. The 
EFA is therefore in favour of proper recognition of the fundamental rights of individuals 
and nations.

2. THE EUROPEAN FREE ALLIANCE AND FEDERALISM

2.1.	 The essence of federalism is that decision-making should be as close as possible to 
those spheres of life where a person can best prove himselve as an individual and in the 
group. Progress towards larger cooperative associations and administrative units and 
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progress towards European unity must be achieved in a harmonious manner; true to 
federalist principles, for these have the greatest possible respect for diversity.

2.2.	 It is vitally important, in the view of the EFA, that policy at European level should 
concern itself only with problems that belong to that level, and not interfere in regional 
and local affairs which can best be dealt with at the regional and local level.

2.3.	 Viable communities constitute the smallest units of the European political edifice. 
In the Europe of the future the local authority will continue to be the true guardian of 
freedom and will safeguard the voice of the individual in the solution of local problems.

2.4.	 The next level in the political hierarchy is the ethnic community or region. It must 
have a democratic administration including its own assembly and an executive body 
accountable to this assembly. The autonomy of the ethnic and regional communities 
must extend to all the essential aspects of the life and development of communities. 
Agreements and disputes among the regions and between the regions and Europe as 
a whole must be settled through consultation and conciliation procedures. The regions 
must be geared as closely as possible to the needs of the cultural communities, for it is 
they that provide the richness of European diversity.

Ethnic and regional communities provide the new framework of European life. A net-
work of free and flexible agreements must bind these communities to another.

2.5.	 At the top of the European political structure is the European authority, empowe-
red to deal with all those problems which by their general or technical nature can only 
be solved in the broader European context. The EFA supports the two-chamber system. 
The First European Chamber would be composed of representatives directly elected 
by the European people according to a uniform and democratic electoral system. The 
Second European Chamber, with regional representation, would have to put ethnic and 
regional communities in a position to exert an influence on the construction and poli-
cies of Europe.

2.6.	 The EFA is fully aware that the federal construction of a democratic Europe of the 
people is a difficult and long-term undertaking. It is however the only alternative to the 
utopian idea that nation-states can progress towards a harmonious union by signing a 
few treaties. This ideal is one of the pillars on which the voluntary political cooperation 
and great solidarity of the members of the European Free Alliance is based. 

3. THE EUROPEAN FREE ALLIANCE AND CULTURE

3.1.	 Interregional agencies must be set up in which European peoples and minorities 
related by language and culture can coordinate their educational and cultural policy 
without interference. The European Parliament must establish structures which put an 
end to the repression of minority cultures and offer all ethnic communities an opportu-
nity for full cultural development.

3.2.	 The European institutions must recognize the importance of the in the Treaty of 
Rome non-recognized languages as a valuable heritage and means of communication. 
The European institutions must provide for regional languages to be used as the me-
dium of communication with these regions.

3.3.	 The ethnic communities and regions must break the monopoly of official state cul-
ture in the field of literature, broadcasting and film. The regionalization of media policy 



8 DILINAME | EUROPE 03

should put an end to the superficial and deadening influence exerted by centralized 
communication media.

3.4.	 Education is clearly a community or regional responsibility. All education must be 
designed to equip the individual for self-determination and self-fulfillment in and with 
society. Interregional and preferably European cooperation is obviously necessary for 
the mutual recognition of diplomas, post-graduate qualifications and advanced tech-
nological research.

4. THE SOCIAL IDEA OF THE EFA

4.1. The member parties of the EFA stand for progressive social justice. This means the 
strive after a fair distribution of knowledge, ownership and power, as well as an aprre-
ciation of personal creativity, enterprise and intellectual freedom. Our concept of justice 
dictates that we apply radical principles of justice to all conflicts of interest in socie-
ty. This is why we reject antiquated political ideas: egoistic liberalism, which leaves the 
poor and the weak oppressed, dogmatic collectivism which engulfs human creativity 
through bureaucracy and kills enterprise and paternalistic solidarism which, preaching 
solidarity, leaves injustice and privileges untouched.

In place of both new and inhereted privileges and of the injustices perpetuated by our 
system of distribution in society, the EFA proposes an equitable distribution of income 
and wealth. Our first concern in this area must be for the under-privileged and less for-
tunate in our society.

4.2.	 In the present socio-economic situation, characterized by both high unemploy-
ment and rapid technological progress, the winning of the right to work, the humanisa-
tion of work, fresh emphasis on the importance of handicrafts and craft trades and the 
creation of a new attitude to work are challenges to which we must find a response. The 
redistribution of work and creation of new jobs are absolute priorities. The application 
of this principle should not be confined by reducing the number of working hours per 
day or per week, but must be viewed in the broader context of a new patern of society.

4.3. The EFA wants priority to be given to the creation of jobs. Providing employment 
in the worker’s locality is a key element of such a policy. Workers are not commodities 
which can be moved around arbitrarily: on the contrary, industry must move to areas 
where the necessary labour is available.

The Social and Regional Funds should both be used to achieve this aim. The EFA advo-
cates the use of the Social Fund for regionalzation. The conversion policy must derive 
its impetus primarily from the autonomy of the regions; it is logical therefore, that the 
Social Fund should support the regions in this effort.

4.4.	 In a consultive democracy agencies must be set up for cooperation and consultation 
between genuinely European social partners, the regions and the European authority.

4.5. In dealing with the unavoidable conficts of interst, the needs of the community 
always take precedence over those of the individual or group. For the sake of solidarity, 
solutions to conflicts must be sought through consultation and cooperation, with spe-
cial concern for weaker groups and non-organized interests.

4.6. The EFA upholds the principle of solidarity with the developing countries. The peo-
ple of the Third World have to be helped in their struggle for independence and social 
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justice. An equitable distribution of labour on global scale, as well as fair remuneration 
for labour and raw materials are preconditions for the securing of world place.

4.7. The EFA believes in the value of pacifism and wishes to see the gradual dismantling 
and transformation of the arms industry and the military and transformation of the arms 
industry and the military machine. Mindful of the ‘no more war’ slogans of those who 
have fought at the front, it will campaign actively for total disarmament and the dis-
mantling of military power bocs.

Nuclear arms are seen by the EFA as a threat to the existence of mankind and as such an 
absolute evil which must be resisted by all means.

5. THE EUROPEAN FREE ALLIANCE AND THE ECONOMY

5.1. The European federal authoroty has particular responsibility for helping less-favou-
red regions to achieve equality. The free movement of persons and goods and freedom 
of establishment have all too often been accompanied by irresponsable depopulation 
of deprived areas and excessive concentration of ressources in industrial regions.

The highest priority must be the reorientation of European policy towards social and 
regional policy using the funds provided for this purpose. The EFA rejects the protextio-
nism of the member States and the egoistic demands for ‘fair returns’ from community 
contributions.

5.2. Although the European Community’s Institutions have clearly demonstrated their 
international value, they were conceived from a too one-sidely economic philosophy 
according to which size and centralization are the only path to salvation. This has led 
to the peruit of harmful agricultural policy geared to large scale singlecrop production 
and the strengthening of the multinational food and feed undertakings, to increasing 
servitude to multinational companies rather than increased democratic and social con-
trol over them and to an all too docile attitude toward new economic lobbies, e.g. the 
nuclear holding companies that can only function when there is considerably concen-
tration of financial ressources.

In contrast to this belief in growth by means of largescale concentration, the EFA advo-
cates a new life-style that attaches more importance to well-being and health than to 
production and technical progress not aimed at satisfying genuine welfare needs. The 
EFA therefore wants to ensure that the economy, living conditions and social intercourse 
preserve their vital links with man and nature.

This approach which is based on man and his natural and social environment, can only 
come to fruition in a responsible manner of economic activity is systematically accom-
panied by non-bureaucratic but transparent federally structured instruments. These 
instruments are the regional authorities, interregional consultative bodies, and inter-
national institutions, with the European Community occupying a position of great im-
portance. The laws of the free market economy can this be corrected, as may be felt 
appropriate, through the variety of official instruments.

5.3. Curbing the power of the nation-state and strenghtening regionalization are the 
best ways of calling an effective halt to support for lame-duck companies whose pro-
ducts disrupt the free market economy and endanger the future of economically viable 
undertakings. A regional economic policy could both enhance market transparency and 
add weight to the European authorities’ powers of intervention. The system of subsidies 
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and facilities provided for setting up industrial companies must be brought to an end 
and used to strenghtening the regional authority.

The same authority could more effectively assume responsibility for equalizing the 
competiveness of farms and promoting agriculture based on the family farm. Active 
promotion of regional balance is required using the European Agricultural Fund with 
assistance from the European Social Fund.

This regional authority would also be the ideal agent for stimulating small and medium-
sized undertakings and enable them to overcome their handicap in relation to the big 
economic groupings.

5.4. The regional authority must be in a position to hold institutionalized consultation 
and to conclude agreements on economic and environmental problems which trans-
cend the regional context and are shared by neighbouring regions.

Such consultation must lead to macro-economic cooperation.

5.5. In order to come to terms with the drastic changes taking place in the world, Euro-
pean economic policy must be geared primarily to programming in those sectors where 
only a European approach will work, e.g. steel, textiles, ship-building, and to joint infras-
tructure arrangements, i.e. for shipping and transport.

5.6. The European Parliament must be given power to call the Commission and Council 
to account, should the provisions of the Treaty concerning the free movement of goods 
not be respected.

5.7. The EFA wishes to see an expansion of the Treaty Law of the European Communities. 
The problems of multinational undertakings could be included by means of a code of 
conduct and a European legal statute. An environmental code should also be included 
to supplement Treaty law.

5.8. To reduce Europe’s vulnerability in this area a policy of diversification of energy sou-
rces is required.

Research into the application of soft or alternative energy sources needs to be expe-
dited. A strict European security programme is needed, covering both the siting and 
operation of nuclear plants and nuclear waste disposal. Moreover, the EFA advocates the 
implementation of a moratorium on nuclear energy.

5.9. The introduction of a European Monetary System, and eventually a European cu-
rrency is a measure which will not only stimulate the economy but also contribute to 
greater social justice. The firm economic foundations which must support European 
monetary union will be possible only when the regions within Europe are in balance.

5.10. VAT rates and tax reduction arrangements must be harmonized and a European 
Monetary Union introduced before duties and quotas can finally be abolished. 

6. THE EUROPEAN FREE ALLIANCE AND THE WORLD

6.1. The federal construction of Europe is an essential contribution to the problem of a 
world order.
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6.2. The Europe of the Peoples must be the fatherland of all the ethnic and regional com-
munities that belong to the European historical and cultural tradition. This implies that 
close contacts must also be sought with the people living in the states of eastern Euro-
pe, to prepare their eventual integration ino the Europe of the peoples and to prevent 
the existing pattern of blocs leading to a further alienation of these peoples.

6.3. The Europe of the Peoples should not be allowed to become yet another power 
bloc. On the contrary, European policy must essentially be aimed at promoting peace, 
through a constructive approach to the problems of underdevelopment, the internatio-
nal decision of labour and world-wide cooperation.


